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PREFACE

The six papers published in this issue were selected from those
presented at the 42nd annual meeting of the Business History
Conference held in Columbus in March 1996. The issue also
publishes the symposium on “thinking internationally” organized by
Mira Wilkins. The editorial committee this year comprised Mansel
Blackford, Bill Becker, Jeremy Atack, Pat Denault, and myself. By
vote of the editotial committee, William Mass and Andrew
Robertson’s paper, “From Textiles to Automobiles: Mechanical and
Organizational Innovation in the Toyoda Enterprises, 1895-1933,”
has been awarded the Newcomen Prize for 1996.

The first issue of Business and Economic History for 1997 will
contain papers delivered at the conference on “The Future of
Business History” organized by the Hagley Museum and Library
which will take place in Wilmington, Delaware on April 4-5, 1997.
The second issue of the journal will be papers selected from the 1997
Business History Conference in Glasgow on July 4-6.

I would like to take this opportunity to thank once more the
supporters of the 1996 conference in Columbus: the Ohio State
University College of Humanities, College of Business, and Depart-
ment of History, the Geon Corporation, Nationwide Insurance,
Winthrop Group, and Business History Group. The College of
Willlam & Mary continues to provide generous support for the
organization. This is the first complete issue produced under the
direction of Jonathan Kajeckas, and his superb editorial and production
skills should be evident in the final product. I thank him sincerely.

Will Hausman
January, 1997



